Biosynthesis and possible biological roles of progestagens during equine pregnancy and in the newborn foal.
Major progress on the endocrinology of the pregnant mare has been possible thanks to the catheterised equine fetal preparation developed by Marian Silver. In particular, these preparations led to the identification of the source of progestagens within the feto-placental unit and provided the impetus for further work on their biosynthesis and biological activities. The biosynthesis of the progestagens involves close interaction between the fetus, the endometrium and the placenta, and gives rise to some fundamental biochemical questions. The biological role of the progestagens is also discussed: these compounds may have progestagenic activities but may also play a role in the onset of parturition.